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attached to a standard, traverses round with their carrier
upon a centre, by which the upper and lower edges of the
cask are cut round and grooved for the purpose of forming
a suitable bed for the head of the cask. An apparatus
is then brought into use by which the staves are cut
to uniform length, and bevelled at either end. Another
machine is employed, in which the cask is made to revolve
upon an axis, and a cutting tool passes over the exterior
of the cask to give it a smooth surface.

When the staves have been cut to proper length and
form, they are then set round within a confining hoop at
the bottom, and arranged in the form of a cask, after which
they are held together by means of hoops placed temporarily
over them. The cask is then placed in a frame upon a
platform and raised by a lever, so that one end of the cask
may come in contact with a series of cutters in a lathe
above, which, traversing the interior of the cask to the
extent of about 3 inches, cuts a circular groove, called the
chine, into which the head of the cask is afterwards fixed.
The cask is now reversed, and the opposite end is grooved,
or chined, in the same way.

The heads of the cask are formed from pieces of wood,
cut perfectly straight and laid side by side, after which
they are cut to the required diameter by a revolving cutter.
The cask is afterwards made up with boops of various
sizes, and the heads inserted, after which the hoops are
driven tight, and the cask is complete.

FULLERS'   EARTH.

This peculiar clay, which occurs largely in some parts
of Berkshire, Surrey, and other counties, is extensively